March 1950 


CARVILLE, LOUISIANA 


Greetings our friends Carville, whose cooperation patients made possible great advances the 
care persons with Hansen’s disease. May your courage rewarded even greater 
advances the future! 

Leonard Scheele, D., Surgeon General, 
Public Health Service 
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pass STAR around and insist that friends read and discuss 
your problems. used medical social worker but now only 
house wife. first came contact with Hansen’s disease while serving 
with the Red Cross assistant field director one the army hospitals. 
One the boys went Carville from that hospital and that when 
became interested. sent THE STAR Christmas present and 
have renewed ever since. certainly all can just talking 
change people’s ideas about have several doctor friends and 
talk them great deal order try get them interested enouth 
study more about it. You have gained great deal ground and 
sure that you will long way this coming year. 

Dorothy Drew 
Spark, Nevada 

esting than the previous one. 

One the instructors here St. School Nursing gave the 
students number subjects from which choose one for semester 
the most interesting all diseases. 


Juanita Jinnette 
St. Vincent’s Nurses’ Home 
Vincent’s Hospital 
Birminghan, Alabama 


husband, Dr. Martall, public health work. After 
finish reading THE STAR, takes the office for the personnel 


read. They get lots information from it, are proud have 
our library. 


Mrs. Martall 
Peoria, Illinois 

Two stops, plane, and was Eratz Israel, paid Cairo and 
Palestinean newspaper. Haddasa Hospital the one and only perfect 
hospital have ever seen, and what you know? THE STAR 
display the libraries Tel Aviv, Cairo (Shepphard’s Hotel) and the 
Moslem library has old edition —perhaps one your green first. 


Patrick Whalen 
New York, 


has been our privilege have Rosemarie Nigro tell the splendid 
work being done Carville. with many individuals, 
disease was practically complete mystery me. After hearing Miss 
Nigro’s optimism about and reading few issues THE STAR, much 
the vagueness has cleared. 

Your magazine good and radiates sincerity and courage. 

Cerebral Palsy Unit 
Orthopaedic Hospital 

Los Angeles, California 

Miss Nigro was one the first two nurses take special training here when 
the Public Health Service inaugurated this progressive policy 1946. has 
paid rich dividends spreading information the profession. 

Ed. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Samu from 


Florence Cope Maurice 


was over Mrs. Maurice’s protest that by-lined her sketch Samu. 
you like it, and think your readers will like it, well run she said, 
Mrs. Maurice gives freely her time and literary ability, and, exper- 
ienced newspaper woman, now retired, her counsel and help have 


valuable THE STAR and its staff. Ed. 


Home and tomb Robert Louis Stevenson Apia, 
Upolu, Samoan Islands 


That great Scottish gentleman and writer, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, was perhaps the first author 
call world-wide attention Hansen's dis- 
ease through his publicized “Letter Defense 
Father Damien.” This letter acknowledged 
one the noblest pleas for Christian charity ever 
written. 

Stevenson spent the latter half his life Apia 
Upolu, second largest the Samoan group 
islands. There built his home, “Vailima,” Five 
Waters Meeting Waters, and there lived 
with his wife, Fanny Vandegrift Stevenson, her 
son and daughter former marriage 
hundreds Samoan friends. the Samoans 
wrote substance, “They are wonderful people, 
fine physically, mentally and morally.” The regard 
they felt for S., “Tusitala, the teller tales,” 
was proved when died. 

Headed the very high Chiefs Upolu, im- 
mediately after his death, Samoans the number 
50,000 came from all the islands the group 
prepare road through the jungle the moun- 
tain, Vaea, the summit which their beloved 
friend, Tusitala, had chosen for his final resting 
place. Each these devoted roadbuilders brought 
with him the task, and they hewed 
out the path they paved with the flat stones 
make smooth the way over which their friend 
would take his last journey. Stevenson’s step-son, 
Lloyd Osborne, wrote that this road, 
Alofa,” translated from Samoan “The Road 
Loving Hearts.” The translation simply “The 
Road Love.” Either beautiful name, 
beautiful token and proof the affection and 
gratitude noble race.” (Stevenson). 


When Mrs. Stevenson died years later her 
daughter brought the mother’s body back Apia 
from Santa Barbara, California, placed the 
mountain-top tomb with that the husband she 
had loved. Engraved this tomb the stanza 
Stevenson himself composed for his final resting 
place. 

Requiem 
Under the wide and starry sky 
Dig the grave and let 
Glad did live and gladly die 
And laid down with will. 
This the verse you grave for 
Here lies where longed 


Home the from the sea 
And the Hunter home from the hill 


(Robert Louis Stevenson) 


Here Carville have one Samoan patient, 
Samu Faamao. Sam, call him, grandson, 
the maternal side, one these Samoan very 
high Chiefs, Lealaimatafao. Now ninety years old, 
the grandfather still serves Head Chief the 
Samoan clan Fao the island Tutuila, Sam’s 
birth place, third largest the Samoan group. 
was the first American Samoan own auto- 
mobile. Sam gave THE STAR some interesting 
facts about his life Tutuila. 

His father ex-Chief Police this island 
which has about 22,000 the eld- 
est four sons and three adopted children. the 
latter said Sam, “They are cousins. Their father 
was drowned fishing for sharks and father and 
mother, Fiailoa, took them into our family. This 
Samoan custom. have relatives nearly 
every one the Samoan and Hawaiian groups and 
wherever can enter their houses and 
welcome. One uncles, High Chief Tiumalu, 
judge Tutuila. Another, well known 
lecturer, orator and leading representative the 
American Samoan people, the Hon. Tuia- 

“Samoan and Hawaiian lads,” Sam continued, 
“go for sports more than mainland boys. 
played football, baseball, softball, tennis, 
rugby and golf. When was twelve years old, Gene 
Sarazen, one the world’s greatest golfers, stopped 
off Tutuila his way home from Australia. 
and thirteen year old cousin, Joe Fanene fol- 
lowed him all over the course watch his plays. 
I’ve had the golf championship here for two years.” 
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And then explained his championship golf 
winning “grip.” pass golfers, just 
Sam told it. 

“Sarazen showed how hold clubs and 
learned all his iron grips But through the years 
forgot them and made own. interlock the 
second finger left hand with the last 
right hand and interlock again with the middle 
finger right hand over right thumb. Sarazen told 
always leave the fore finger right hand 
loose.” 

Sam’s home. which consists many houses, 
located one horn bay, known Pago Pago 
and his school was the opposite horn. The 
school was private one. Teachers were Catholic 
Marist Brothers from Germany, France and New 
Zealand. The highest grades this school com- 
pared with our high schools. When asked how 
got school Sam said sailed rowed across 
the three intervening miles water, “or, when 
hadn’t boat swam it. The island boys are natural 
swimmers.” 

“When World War broke upon the island,” 
Sarn told, “all the boys were begging get out and 
fight, but some had stay and keep supplies 
going forward. joined the Seabees. Tutuila 
Naval Supplies Base.” 

Toward the end the war Sam left his So. Sea 
Islands for the first time and went Honolulu 
“to see some aunts.” was still working with the 
U.S. Navy Pearl Harbor when was drafted 
into the American army. 

Honolulu began Sam’s romance, for there 
met American girl, war nurse. After was 
discharged from the army, Sam went San Fran- 
cisco, where, after two years, and his Mary 
were married. They have two lovely baby girls now. 

Sam states there are only twenty-two Hansen’s 
disease cases Tutuila. told the Samoans, 
when found have Hansen’s disease, “are picked 
and, whether they like not, sent off the 
Mokogai leprosarium the Fiji Islands, which 
are under British rule.” The Samoans, declares. 
would much rather sent Hale Mohalu, or, 
now, Tinian where our navy has located Han- 
sen’s colony. Any place that under the protec- 
tion the American flag! Friends from Mokogai 
have written Sam the treatment there “not 
good.” Their weekly diet list consists two pounds 
beef. twelve ounces corned beef, two cups 
cocoa. Everything else they have eat produced 
the patients. They are also allowed ten shillings 
($1.20) month the Island Government. 

The navy will moving out Tutuila and 


The four fellows are from left right: Chuck Klein, the St. Louis 
Cards; Samu Faamao, Carville golf champ; Connie Ryan, the Boston 
Braves and New Orleans City Park Golf Pro., Henry Thomas. Klein, 
Ryan and Thomas recently gave golf exhibition with Samu Car- 
ville’s 9-hole golf course. 


said the United States Department the Interior 
will take over some time this year. 

There school now every island village and 
Tutuila they have regular high school 
which some the students are ex- Marines! 

Sam said the American Government stepping 
the health program the six islands compris- 
ing American Samoa with population approx- 
imately 28,000. All school children now are X-rayed 
regularly. The principal diseases among the island 
folk are flu and malaria, which Samoans call 
“mumu.” “We hope for even more changes for the 
better when the Department the Interior takes 
over,” Sam concluded. 

Our Samu from Samoa now part-time 
USPHS job member THE STAR staff. His 
duties are the press room where Roland 
Roberts’s right-hand man. sets type, operates 
the press and otherwise aids getting out THE 
STAR. looks rugged health. has what 
called once “the high-chiefly bearing,” 
straight the proverbial arrow. His wife has taken 
house nearby Baton Rouge where she has 
fine housekeeper with whom she can trust her 
two little girls, when she comes down the hos- 
pital spend week-ends with Samu. When 
discharged from Carville, Sam going 
take family north where the climate better 
for Hansen’s disease. But first, going back 
home the islands see grandfather, mother 
and father, brothers and sisters.” wonder 
will want come back from those lovely islands 
the South Pacific? 


When sending checks money orders for subscriptions kindly make 
them payable THE STAR avoid difficulty cashing 
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Action the National Leprosy Act (H.5234) 
early date, perhaps the end this month, writes 
President Paul Strachan the American Federa- 
tion the Physically Handicapped, sponsors 
the bill. 

the Senate, action not likely soon, partly 
because Senator Pepper who introduced the 
busy present among his constit- 
uency Florida, waging battle for reelection. 

Many readers THE STAR, know, have al- 
ready written their representatives Congress 
urging the early passage this bill which provides 
for education the general public regarding the 
disease, extension treatment for patients, reha- 
bilitation, the organization advisory council, 
medical research and financial assistance for pa- 
tients and their dependents feel this act would 
contribute better understanding all over the 
country, and would aid persuading those 
come for treatment who have hesitated thus far 
because the social and financial considerations 
involved. 

Letters the members the respective sub- 
committees who are now considering the bill, 
believe would helpful securing early action. 
The names follow, for reference: 

Senate —Sub-Committee Labor and Public Welfare 

Chairman, Elbert Thomas, Utah 
James Murray, Montana 
Claude Pepper, Florida 
Neely, West Virginia 
Herbert Humphrey, Minnesota 
Alexander Smith, New Jersey 
Forrest Donnell, Missouri 


” 


House —Sub-Committee Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce 
Chairman, Percy Priest, Tennessee 
Herbert Lehman, New York 
Geo. Wilson, Oklahoma 
William Granahan, Penn. 
Joseph O’Hara, Minnesota 
“National legislation,” our friend Paul Strachan 
says, “is not achieved twinkling.” Until the 
goal reached trust our many 
continue plugging, writing, for the end, 
good. 


” 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


Broadcast Set for Sunday 
April 


Radio and television script writer, Edgar 
Marvin New York, author such unusual 
programs EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN 
and HEART THE WORLD, snapped 
THE STAR office while Carville over the 


weekend March 4th. Mr. Marvin came 
this hospital collect first-hand information 
for the script preparing for the 
broadcast April expect him repeat 
the magnificant job did his script, THE 
GHOST AND THE BELL, which was spon- 
sored the Aux. 1947 


vital significance the educational program 
disease the announcement the 
American Legion Auxiliary, through its National 
Radio Chairman, Mrs. William Kashman, 
coast-to-coast broadcast Sunday, April cour- 
tesy the National Broadcasting Company 12:30 
1:00 p.m., E.S.T., and 11:30 12:00 
Originating New York, with professional cast, 
the broadcast will informative and entertaining, 
documentary and dramatic, unfolding the story 
the great progress that has been made recent 
years the medical treatment and the social prob- 
lems patients with Hansen’s disease. During the 
broadcast, message will given Mrs. Norman 
Sheehe, National President the Auxili- 
ary, who visited this hospital. This organ- 
ization has made outstanding contributions our 
educational campaign. 

THE STAR urges its readers contact all NBC 
stations their vicinity, requesting that they carry 
this broadcast, and impossible carry the 
scheduled time, ask that they carry delayed. 
Notify your friends and the clubs which you 
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Surgeon General -Messenger Hope 


Impressions and Facts 


STs 


Dr. Scheele and Dr. Johansen stopped THE STAR plant while 
touring the hospital 

The Surgeon General the United States Pub- 
lic Health Service, Dr. Leonard Scheele, 
informal talk before the patients and personnel 
this hospital February 22nd., spoke with quiet 
and sincere conviction which felt flowed from 
deep well real knowledge and wisdom. Dr. 
Scheele’s kindly, friendly attitude and words con- 
veyed hope and good cheer all Hansen’s pa- 
tients upon this, his first visit Carville. 

Dr. Scheele stressed particularly the vital im- 
portance sulfone therapy treating Hansen’s 
disease. considers the discovery the efficacy 
those miracle drugs “the most important ad- 
vance against the disease all history.” credited 
the success the sulfones the pioneering spirit 
and cooperation the patients, physicians, nurses 
and technicians Carville. “Now the sulfones are 
being used throughout the world,” Dr. Scheele 
said, “and will eventually bring health and happi- 
ness millions victims Hansen’s disease.” 
Dr. Scheele cited the fact that during 1949 sixteen 
percent the patients under treatment Carville 
had been discharged arrested cases, adding, 
“only patients with disease can fully 
realize what this means. Just ten years ago, before 
the introduction sulfones, the release this 
number patients would have been impossible. 
almost unbelievable that after centuries 
hopelessness the face this disease, society 
now possesses the medical means restore Han- 
sen’s disease patients normal life.” 

After full inspection the entire insti- 
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tution, Dr. Scheele expressed his satisfaction with 
improvements going Carville. “We the 
Public Health Service are deeply concerned for 
the welfare every patient this hospital,” 
declared. “And not only for welfare 
today, but for his whole future.” 

“Permanent improvement the lot the suf- 
ferers from Hansen’s disease,” stated, “depends 
largely upon public understanding and acceptance 
modern concepts the disease. society 
holds the old attitudes and fears about ‘leprosy’ 
the harder will find its victims the early 
stages their disease and give them the thorough 
treatment needed restore them health.” 

spite widespread health information pub- 
lic attitudes about once-feared diseases change 
slowly, according Dr. Sheele. “Recently group 
citizens modern northern city became 
greatly alarmed the prospect having tuber- 
culosis hospital their midst. Their fears were 
based old concepts contagion. Fifty years 
health information about tuberculosis has not dis- 
pelled fears that disease. And yet know that 
tuberculosis far more prevalent this country 
than Hansen’s disease. know that tuberculosis 
more easily contracted than Hansen’s disease.” 

During interview THE STAR office the 
Surgeon General commented upon the enlightened 
attitude civic groups Louisiana who have 
contributed much the lives the patients 
community where people understand your prob- 
lems, far well people can understand them, 
and who are ready and eager help you.” 

Dr. Scheele predicted that the day will come 
when early case-finding and prompt treatment 
Hansen’s disease will prevented and will vanish 
public health problem. 

Real medical progress has been made since the 
last war, Dr. Scheele stated, saying, “Maybe this 
was one the really worthwhile outcomes that 
awful conflict. made people think new things. 
the close the war man said, ‘We have spent 
millions for war. Why not few millions for 
health, which man’s greater The 
does some research work but the service also gives 
money universities and laboratories large 
scale, and this year $25,000,000 being spent 
research grants. Today 1950, there vital ap- 
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PROMACETIN—PROGRESS REPORT 


Success with another chemical weapon, also 
sulfone, has been announced the Carville medi- 
cal staff report PROMACETIN 
THE TREATMENT DISEASE. 

The Public Health Service report issued 

‘the Federal Security Agency states that clinical 
improvement that “uniform, universal and 
sustained” observed occur following the oral 
administration Promacetin patients. 


Promacetin, manufactured Parke, Davis and 
Co., Detroit, Michigan, closely related 
chemically Promin, Diasone and Sulfetrone, the 
results which the treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease have been reported previously medical liter- 
ature and commented THE STAR. 

Conclusions show that the twenty-seven pa- 
tients treated with Promacetin, reduction the 
number bacilli the skin and mucous mem- 
brane follows clinical improvement 
smears commence noticeable reduction 
bacilli the end one year’s treatment. 

Better appetite, weight gain, air well-being, 
regrowth hair eyebrows, legs, arms and chest 
and more sensation the feet and hands are 
among the signs improvement shown various 
the patients. 


Some patients earlier under treatment with other 
sulfones had become better and then reached 
point further progress. They again improved 
when Promacetin was given. This, the Carville 
staff says, suggests that alternating combined 
methods treatment Hansen’s disease should 
given. 

Among the group patients there occurred 
severe acute toxic symptoms following the ad- 
ministration Promacetin. None the listed 
symptoms (headache, lethargy, drowsiness, dizzi- 
ness, anorexia, and gastric distress) occuring 
some cases required suspension treatment 
and interfered little, any, with the regular ad- 
ministration the drug. 

This progress report Promacetin the treat- 
ment twenty-seven patients was prepared last 
fall and issued Februry 17, 1950. March 
Carville patients under Promacetin therapy had 
the same encouraging results reported above. 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR toavoid 
difficulty cashing them. 


DR. TROUT’S VACCINE 


Presbyterian minister and lecturer, Dr. Harry 
Rimmer, president the Research Science Bu- 
reau, Inc., 423 East 6th Street, Duluth, Minn., has 
been widely quoted the pressas making extrava- 
gant claims for the “phenomenal success” 
heterogenous vaccine used the control and cure 
Hansen’s disease. Dr. Rimmer, who returned 
from Africa several months ago, observed the use 
this vaccine Hansen’s disease patients the 
Belgian Congo where was developed Dr. 
Trout, American medical missionary, after 
twenty-five years experimental work. 

The Research Science Bureau, Inc., which Dr. 
Rimmer heads, international organization 
Christians interested science. Dr. Rimmer said 
that preliminary tests Dr. Trout’s vaccineshowed 
that would cure and immunize patient six 
weeks. The scientist-preacher said that the medical 
world skeptical tests because the germ causing 
the disease had never been cultured before. Dr. 
Rimmer also said that brought home speci- 
men the vaccine culture and turned over 
the University California Los Angeles for 
laboratory test, and that the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial also has started detailed check the 
“Trout Technique” Harvard. 


THE STAR wrote Dr. Rimmer early Jan- 
uary requesting first hand information for public- 
ation, but date, reply. Dr. John Hanks, 
bacteriologist the Leonard Wood Memorial 
Harvard, whom also wrote. reported that 
all results checking Dr. reported cul- 
tivation “thus far are negative.” (In order make 
heterogenous vaccine, the germ would first have 
cultivated). 

Several STAR readers, who have heard Dr, 
Rimmer lecture before church groups, have writ- 
ten about this vaccine and one Californian visited 
THE STAR office and discussed it. Another reader 
sent copy form letter from Dr. and Mrs. 
Trout, addressed Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society, Chicago, from which quote: 
“We have just returned from the leprosy colony 
Katwa. During the last two months have had 
thirty new cases enter the colony. That indi- 
cation that the patients are beginning think 
have something help them. Here our dispen- 
sary have seen new cases every week. These are 
patients who have never had any kind treatment 
except the native medicine. The native witch doc- 

(Continued page 10, column 
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Carville patients united hands, least spirit, with New Orleans’ famed Mardi Gras, 
making merry Tuesday, February 21st. The celebration was held the hospital’s 
spacious and gaily decorated ball room. There were maskers, grand parade with colorful 
floats, all climaxed grand ball. Their majesties, Rex and his Queen, Mr. and Mrs. 
Darryl Broussard, and their court ruled. “Mayor for the day” Lee Bryan presented Rex 
with the key the city. 


Back the planning and work for Carville’s Mardi Gras was the chairman the Pa- 
tients’ Federation committee for the festivities, Mrs. Dorothy Bell. 


The first prize for floats was awarded the float the right, 
entered the Mexican Club. motif was Justice. Irish theme 
won second prize for the float the left, entry the Natural 


Music Club. 


This float shared honors with the Natural Club for second 
prize. Marine Hospital post the American Legion and its auxiliary 
and Voiture Locale the combined decorate their float 
which featured huge horn plenty. 


Gypsies, Spanish clowns, mandarins, pirates, devils and 
course “wolves” joined the grand parade. 


Jimmy Fisher and his New Yorkers from Baton Rouge, played 
for dancing. Many guests from neighboring communities joined with 
the patients and hospital personnel the Carnival revels. 
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Veteran Groups Assist Educational Program 


What remote place Carville once seemed 
anyone discussing travel. With the rapid advances 
modern transportation. everybody wants 
where everybody going and Carville now more 
often included people’s traveling plans. Fre- 
quency articles the press and magazines has 
caused others become Carville conscious. Repre- 
sentatives practically every national veterans’ 
organization have come here visit the veterans, 
their first concern, and this has resulted interest 
the entire patient body and earnest desire 
helpful one way another. Even without 
visiting, some have done their part our educa- 
tional campaign presenting facts about our ill- 
ness their friends and then soliciting subscrip- 
tions THE STAR, submitting articles about our 
work their respective veterans’ publications and 
discussing the matter club meetings. 

When The Springfield Union, Springfield, Mass., 
carried editorial disease dealing 
with the resolution the 5th International Lep- 
rosy Congress’s recommendation that the odious 
word “leper” deleted from all publications, 
Voyageur William Gordenstein the hon- 
society the American Legion, wrote the 
editor and thanked him. also sent other mate- 
rial from THE STAR and later another fine edi- 
torial appeared that newspaper. 

The Grand Voiture Louisiana, has 
adopted their main activity for this year drive 
collect bicycles sent our Voiture Locale 
for distribution patients not owning one. The 
bulletin, prepared George Rollosson, Grand 
Chef Train, Crowley, La., went out all 
Voitures Louisiana telling them about the bicy- 
cle drive. also reminded the membership that 
subscriptions THE STAR were being solicited 
and urged them send theirsin. Some Voitures 
have heeded the call subscriptions but none 
greater extent than Shreveport for they sent 
One group. 

Col. Rarey, Decatur, Ga., father the 
National Leprosy Act, discussed the 
with his buddies meeting Lee-Roosevelt 
Camp United Spanish War Veterans, College 
Park, Ga. The membership voted send $25 for 
educational publicity. For some time have been 
endeavoring raise the necessary print 
Col. Rarey’s article “Our Medieval Laws Lep- 
rosy” pamphlet form. This donation was added 
that fund. 

When Charles Gorman, Pawtucket, Rhode 


Mr- Gorman (left) and Mrs. Gorman sign the guest book while Mr. 
and Mrs. Bertheaud look on. 


Island, Past National Junior Vice-Commander, 
DAV, and Mrs. Gorman, National Educational 
Loan Committee, visited the Ralph Bertheauds 
New Orleans, they expressed desire visit Car- 
ville. Mrs. Ralph Bertheaud, both past 
department commanders the DAV and Auxil- 
iary, are frequent visitors and the Gormans were 
very interested all they saw and heard here. 
wager that Rhode Island will hearing much 
more Carville from the Gormans 
months ahead. 


General visitors are daily business here, about 
month the average. One 
Sunday last fall Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Harr with 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Robbins Baton Rouge 
drove over. Vic, patient, was conduct- 
ing them the usual tour the hospital when 
they told him they were with the AMVETS and 
would like meet some the veterans. took 
them editor’s cottage and interesting 
discussion ensued. After their visit the Harrs and 
Robbinses talked other posts groups 
the AMVETS and much good has resulted. 
Only recently the State Department the Auxil- 
iary sent contribution the fund for records for 
the juke box and notified they had taken out 
subscriptions two magazines for our reading 
room. They have interested Harold Russell, their 
National Commander, calling while 
the South this month. remember Harold Rus- 
sell for his fine acting the movie “Best Years 
Our Lives” and also the author book 
“Victory Hands.” 
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Our hats are off and our hearts gratitude 
the American Medical Association for the sin- 
cere interest they have shown recently further- 
ing public education Hansen’s disease. The 
latest proof this interest article published 


the March issue Today’s Health, the 
monthly magazine formely called Hygeia, pub- 
lished the for popular consumption. 

The article, “The Sterilized Magazine,” was writ- 
ten Holloway. The magazine referred 
is. course, THE STAR. Mr. Holloway writes, 
“The publishers don’t think necds 
infected, but you do.” Mr. Holloway right, for 
print every issue THE STAR, “This 
paper and all outgoing mail sterilized before 
leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because 
there any scientifc necessity for it.” fact, THE 
STAR thoroughly disinfected that two 
three times almost the entire issue was burned 
the sterilizer. 

Mr. Holloway gathered the major part the 
information included his article from THE 
STAR. also gave the subscription price our 
magazine —an encouragement, hope— ten- 
tative new subscribers. 

Holloway, Today’s Health tells us, left the 
Department Agriculture where did 
research work entomology, undertake writ- 
ing for magazines. now lives New Orleans. 

“The Sterilized Magazine” the second excellent 
article which the has published one 
year Hygeia, the first (April 1949 issue) was 
written Dr. James Brussel. 

According the manuscript rules the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, the odious word “leper” 
barred from any its publications. This hu- 
mane and enlightened policy was adopted more 
than decade ago. Recently the 
mittee for the Standard Nomenclature Diseases 
considered adopting officially new term sub- 
stitute for the “misnomer” leprosy. have had 
word their final recommendations. How- 
ever, encouraging that they are giving this moot 
question serious attention. 

The has showed further interest 
paper modern therapy this illness their 
annual convention held San Francisco 
June. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 


When Doctors Meet 


Accompanying Dr. Van Studdifford, New 
Orleans. consultant dermatology this hos- 
pital, members the Louisiana Dermatological 
Association and two distinguished guests, Dr. 
Francis Lynch, Dept. Dermatology, Univer- 
sity Minnesota, and Dr. Frank Weideman the 
Dept. Dermatology, University 
with members the post graduate class the 
School Tropical Medicine Tulane, were here 
March 

The Tulane class included doctors from many 
parts the world, who, together with the Louis- 
iana doctors, showed keen interest observing 
patients and discussing with Dr. Johansen 
and our resident medical staff the latest methods 
diagnosis and treatment Hansen’s disease. 
SURGEON GENERAL —MESSENGER HOPE 

(continued from page 
preciation the value health man. 

“We are building big clinical research center 
Bethesda, Maryland, and the work there will 
interest Carville.” The Surgeon General said, 
“Since research unpredictable impossible 
tell what will develop from studies there.” re- 
called that sulfones were originally developed 
fight tuberculosis but proved most effective 
Hansen’s disease. 

The General thinks the forthcoming 
movie, based “Who Walk Alone,” should 
tremendous help Hansen’s disease patients 
and the also educating the public. 
BROADCAST SET FOR SUNDAX 

(continued from page 
belong listen this broadcast. Ask them 
write the station card comment. Notify the 
medical associations throughout your commu- 
nity listen. Ask the press your locality 
publicize this broadcast. 
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AUXILIARY’S COLORS 
DEDICATED 


Flanked Old Glory and the Auxiliary’s ban- 
ner are Mrs. E.A. Campbell, Homer, La., Nation- 
Rehabilitation Chairman and other members 
the national rehabilitation committee, Mrs. Chas. 
Gunn, Oregon, Mrs. Ben Naffziger, Colo- 
rado, Mrs. Rae Ashton, Utah, and other Auxiliary 
officials the occasion the dedication here 
the Auxiliary’s colors, March 

Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Lake Charles, La., De- 
partment President, served chaplain the im- 
pressive ceremony and Mrs. Campbell dedicated 


the colors. Old Glory, the stands and the carrying 


case, all covered insurance, are the gift the 
13th District Ohio through the good offices 
Mrs. Jones, President that district. The 
Auxiliary banner gift from the Department 
Oklahoma through another Carville friend, Mrs. 
Hope Reed, Venita, Okla., National Child Wel- 
fare Chairman. 

Other guests present the dedication included: 
Mr. Rae Ashton, Utah, and from this state, Mrs. 
G.W. Wilbur, Dept. Rehab. Chairman; Mrs. 
Birdie Lavigne, 2nd District President; Mrs. 
Adrian Buzby, Dept. Chairman Public Informa- 
tion Carville; Mary Robertson Marx, Past Dept. 
President and Mrs. Walter Simmons. 

After the ceremonies Mrs. Campbell conferred 
with Edgar Marvin, radio script writer from New 
York City, relative the National American Le- 
gion Auxiliary’s broadcast about Carville sched- 
uled for Sunday, the National Broad- 
casting Company, originating New York from 
12:30 p.m., E.S.T. 

Another project discussed with the Auxiliary 
was proposed gasoline fund for taking patients 
short drives through the countryside. 
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Dr. Trout’s Vaccine... (continued from page 

tor uses arrow point scarify the macule. 
Then into this rubs concoction made from 
various herbs. One such case came last week. 
This man had been under treatment for two years. 
could see improvement. being treated 
now with our vaccine. Some the cases show sur- 
prisingly quick One our masons had two 
maculae his body but they were under his shirt 
where one saw them. Then macule broke out 
right the centre his forehead. That was like 
sore thumb and everyone could see it. So, came 
the doctor. received five injections 
macule his forehead disappeared. looked 
under his shirt and those were gone, too. Now the 
skin these maculae not only has normal pigment 
but normal sensation touch and pin-pricks. 
have got much faster results since have started 
rubbing the leprolin (vaccine) into the skin well 
giving the injections. Near there govern- 
ment leprosarium which was turned over me. 
now have group seventy patients this colo- 
ny. There were fifty when took over. Twenty had 
gone over Uganda. When the word got them 
that were giving injections, they returned.” 


DISCUSSED 


The Louisiana Legislative Council. meeting 
Baton Rouge March heard talk the Na- 
tional Leprosy Act given Mrs. Hattie Dayries, 
state president the Louisiana Nurses Association 
and president the Nicholson unit the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, Baton Rouge. Mrs. Dayries, 
who very active bringing information Han- 
sen’s disease lay and professional people, coop- 
erates with Mrs. Adrian Buzby, Shreveport, the 
department chairman for Public Infor- 
mation Carville and Hansen’s disease. Follow- 
ing Mrs. Dayries’ talk, which was given the in- 
vitation Mrs. Fred Benton, president the 
council, copies the bill were distributed the 
thirty-five delegates present. The delegates repre- 
sented various social agencies, clubs, and groups 
throughout the state and they agreed bring the 
National Leprosy Act the attention their re- 
spective organizations. 


Stately spring! whose robe-folds are valleys, 
whose breast-bouquet gardens, and whose blush 
vernal evening. 


Richter 
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LINOTYPE INSTALLED PRINT SHOP 


Melvin Frank Jr., Mergenthaler Linotype 
Co., New Orleans, was caught our photographer 
while hard work installing the long dreamed 
linotype our print shop early March. 

mimeograph days dreamed printing; 
when that became reality dreamed au- 
tomatic press and always, the background 
our thinking, was the all-important dream 
linotype complete the basic printing training 
our crew. Right said always prevail could 
that our dreams are right the dint 
hard work that many our dreams come 
life? 

Mrs. John Wm. Devereux, Ha- 
waii Chapter, National Society for Crippled Chil- 
dren and Adults, visited here December 1946. 
Later, annual convention the society, she 
discussed our print shop needs and enlisted the 
aid Col. Palmer, President the society. 
happens that Col. Palmer owns the Kingsport 
Press Tennessee and thoroughly familiar with 
printing and the possibilities employment of- 
fers for those with printing training after discharge. 
Col. Palmer laid the cards the table before 
James Brackett, General Manager the Print- 
ing Industry America, who went work the 
problem. learned that federal agency had the 
very equipment needed surplus. iron- 
ing out many wrinkles this equipment 
ferred the Public Health Service and sent 
Carville “for use printing THE STAR and 
any other publications approved the Medical 
Officer Charge.” includes besides the linotype, 
proof reader’s desk, steel imposing table, 
bench saw, galley cabinets and galleys. 


Through its manager, Joe Schuman, the Mer- 
genthaler Linotype Co. has sent Kirk Reasonover 
and Melvin Franks here get the linotype into 
working condition. The company also plans in- 
struct the boys. Mr. Franks told that while six 
years required the union for apprenticeship 
linotype operator training received here could 
shorten the time considerably. 

THE STAR set its entirety hand and 
while this slow process continues will eventually 
linotyped. 

Mr. Douglas Colson, Administrative Officer 
this hospital, hasbeen mostcooperativein provid- 
ing additional parts for the machine. 


Air-Mail Break For 
Kalaupapa 


The inaugural air-mail flight between Honolulu 
and Kalaupapa, Hansen’s disease settle- 
ment the island Molokai, left Honolulu 
March Ist 10:30 a.m. and arrived Kalaupapa 
Field 11:30, according the 
vertiser, The plane was greeted nearly 100 
officials and patients Kalaupapa who presented 
leis members the plane’s crew and postal of- 
ficials accompanying the flight. The 507 pounds 
mail carried the inaugural flight included about 
8,500 letters from stamp collectors all over the 
world. The remainder the cargo was made 
mostly parcel post. 


The twin-engined Beechcraft which Cockett 
airlines will use the route will make flight 
daily except Sunday and the complete trip will 
take three hours from the time the mail leaves the 
Honolulu post office until the time returns. The 
inauguration this air-mail service marks the 
sixth air star route within the jurisdiction the 
United States post-office department. 


Wecan well understand why Kalaupapa patients 
and staff are enthusiastic about this new service 
for before began they got their mail barge 
from Honolulu Summit Point the island 
Molokai and then mule train over the hills 
Kalaupapa. 


NOTICE 
THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. After these hours 
and Sunday can reached Carville 1511. 
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PROTEST AGAIN 


“They Have Captured ‘the truck driver who shouted 
downtown street yesterday, hailing friend across the way with 
have caught that leprosy,’ just about summed for us. don’t know 
whether sad glad the Oklahoma City leopard has been caught 
poor bewildered cat back the scene etc., etc. (Atlanta Constitution, 
March 1950). 

far the use the word “leprosy” goes 
designate everything sinister under the sun but 
the illness caused the Hansen bacilli, this bit 
just about “summed up” for us, too. Yet static- 
minded traditionalists insist upon retaining the 
word leprosy the “scientific designation” for the 
disease. 

The leopard story the light side, but such 
references “You’da thought and was 
ghosts and had leprosy boot” from Dumb Bunny, 
Short Short Story Atkinson, Jr., 
Colliers, October 22, 1949, are not. They and many 
other similar references merely pander current 
superstitious fears the disease. 

Leprosy even has been hauled into politics! Re- 
viewing James Burnham’s book, The Coming De- 
feat Communism (N. Times, Feb. 16, 1950) 
Mr. Charles Poore wrote: “We into the 
difference between fascism and communism since 
just plain the difference between cancer 
and leprosy. The Coming Defeat Communism 


Burnham devotes himself the leprosy that 


communism.” 

even have register protest with that 
wonderful society, Alcoholics Anonymous. 
page 111 the book, Alcoholics Anonymous, 
stated that, “arguments, etc., are shunned 
leprosy.” This obnoxious reference was called 
who had visited Carville and knew the facts. This 
friend also called the attention the author 
the book the reference and, fairness 
wish report that was agreed delete the 
word leprosy the next printing. 

Not only writers popular stories 
resort sensational connotations but some phy- 
sicians, who, this time, should know better, 
show carelessness and thoughtlessness their use 
the word. protest the statement Dr. Louis 
Berg, prominent New York psychiatrist, “Syphilis 
has always been class with leprosy for turning 
one into social outcast,” carried Dr. Berg’s “Is 
Science Spreading Immorality?” appearing the 
magazine, Whisper, March 1950. While true 
that syphilis and untreated cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease may occasionally have similar manifestations, 
the two diseases are caused, entirely different 


organisms. Further, syphilis venereal disease, 
positively not. 

The big problem promoting 
public opinion so-called leprosy, acutely neces- 
sary order develop control program early 
case finding and prempt treatment with one the 
new sulfones, remove the undeserved social 
stigma attached the patient. That why 
erence such Dr. Berg’s particularly damaging. 


Col. Rarey 
Carville have known for long time that 
Col. Rarey, Decatur, Ga., author the Na- 
tional Leprosy Act, not only talks and writes about 
“Opportunities for Service Mankind” but actually 
works for such objectives. The American Federa- 
tion for the Physically Handicapped, Lodge 105, 
recently recognized Col. Rarey’s outstanding ef- 
forts presenting him with award founder 
the Atlanta lodge and his work seeking legis- 
lation for funds for rehabilitation the physically 
handicapped, both Atlanta and Washington. 
The award was presented the lodge’s president, 
Mrs. Helen Douglas Mankin. 


The two Public Health Service nurses who 
arrived here March for four months special 
training the care patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease, are Miss Emma Nourse, R.N., Medford, 
Mass., and Miss Jimmie Chapman, R.N., Jackson, 
Miss. Both nurses were recently duty the 
Marine Hospital, New Orleans. 


Wanted-- Billiard Table 


While are concerned with the welfare pa- 
tients with Hansen’s disease the world over one 
our earliest contacts was with the patients the 
H.D. colony St. Croix, Virgin Islands. Further, 
those patients, now numbering twenty-six, are all 
American citizens. 

This group patients has little the way 
recreation. their total number fifteen are men. 
The only white patient, Armour Quetel writes 
that there nothing they would enjoy more than 
billiard table pass the time. are wondering 
there isn’t someone among our readers who has 
billiard table that they would like give this 
group. you you may either write 
directly Armour Quetel, P.O. Box 677, Christ- 
iansted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. 
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Carville Way-Station For Foreign Missionaries 


Dr. and Mrs. Taylor with Chaplain Rash talking things over THE 
STAR office 


There usually doctor the house far 
the home Dr. and Mrs. John Taylor 
Roorkee, India, concerned. Mrs. Taylor 
osteopath, and their five children, two are phy- 
sicians, one dentist, onea minister and one areg- 
istered nurse. One their doctor sons, Carl, isnow 
supervising the Roorkee Presbyterian mission sta- 
tion during his parents’ furlough this country. 
The Taylors have been serving continuously 
Roorkee for years, except for occasional fur- 
loughs. earnest has been their devotion their 
calling that all five their children have given, 
plan give, medical missionary service India. 

Dr. and Mrs. Taylor visited this hospital for 


few days February. Dr. Taylor said, “We had 
heard much India the splendid 
ing done disease Carville with the 
new sulfone drugs that had make 
trip here see for ourselves before our return 

When the Taylors get back India they plan 
branch out into new form service. They 
hope undertake program treating Hansen 
patients who have lived small settlements the 
scrub jungle the lower Himalayas for 
tions. They plan lay out acircuit which, with 
car, they can visit several such settlements 
day’s travel, and expect have five 
tients under medication time. 

The new project will not the Taylors’ first 
experience with Hansen’s disease. Dr. Taylor and 
his wife have been charge children taken 
from parents who are patients municipal lep- 
rosarium Roorkee. They have cared for sixty 
such children through the years. They could have 
taken three times many they had 
ties care for them. these children only two 
developed the disease, and these two came them 
after they were twelve years age. 

the time the Hindu-Moslem riots, after the 
separation Pakistan from India, Dr. and Mrs. 
Taylor were constantly duty, ministering 
those who were sick injured. During part 
this time they worked with Mahatma Gandhi who 


came into the area the hope restoring 
peace. 


estimated 280,000 cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease Uganda, British East Africa, only 3,000 are 
under treatment, according Sister Peter Mary 
the Franciscan Sisters Uganda, who visited 
Carville two weeks early February. She 
registered laboratory technician and works 
large colony, the St. Francis Village, near Uganda. 
About 350 patients. including children, with 
Hansen’s disease are treated this village, while 
thirty miles away place, 400 receive 
treatment outpatients. 

Sulfetrone, supplied the British Govern- 
ment, has been administered orally fifty pa- 
tients, while two receive Promin injections. 
experiment for combined treatment Sulfetrone 
and chaulmoogra oil proposed. resident phy- 
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sician has recently been added the staff 
the village. 

Dr. Ross Inness, noted leprologist anda mem- 
ber the East African High Commission, visits 
their institution occasionally. Dr. Inness came 
Carville following the Fifth International Leprosy 
Congress 1948. informed the Sisters 
Uganda about THE STAR and gave them the 
name Sister Hilary Ross, laboratory technician 
Carville, with whom they have had correspond- 
ence. They are greatly interested THESTAR. 

Sister Peter Mary looking for 25-watt gener- 
ator take back Africa for pumping water. 
Traveling with her Sister Mary Patrick, 
charge orphanage Uganda. They ex- 
pect America about year. 


— 
ee 


Prospective Director 
Tinian Trains Here 


Discussion Hansen’s disease shows Dr. McNeilly (center), with 


Dr. Erickson (left) and Dr. Johansen (seated) 


Dr. Gordon McNeilly, prospective officer 
charge the U.S. Navy’s Hansen’s disease colony 
Tinian, spending month Carville, giving 
injections the sulfone drugs and otherwise mak- 
ing himself familiar with various treatments 
patients with Hansen’s disease preparatory for his 
service similar patients the South Pacific. 

After two and half years member the 
resident staff the Sonoma County (California) 
Hospital and physician the Santa Rosa (Calif.) 
Medical and Surgical Clinic, Dr. McNeilly resigned 
and applied for the Tinian post when heard 
was about vacated. Chicago and 


resident later Utica, had his medical train- 
ing the University Illinois. Mrs. McNeilly, 
who registered nurse and graduate the 
Santa Rosa College School Nursing, will accom- 
pany him the new post with their two small 
daughters. 

Dr. McNeilly and his wife have fear about 
their new job. “Why should we?” the doctor asked. 
“Hansen’s disease less communicable than tuber- 
culosis and both have worked with tubercular 
cases Santa Rosa.” Their patients will come from 
the surrounding thousands islands the Mari- 
ana group (former Japanese mandate) and number 
about one hundred the present. 

The McNeilly’s have been contemplating mis- 
sionary work India Africa, where they might 
have some contact with Hansen patients. When 
the Tinian post appeared, they regarded 
special opportunity thrown their way. the 
Wheaton College, Dr. McNeilly has earnest 
religious background. “I’m not trying hero,” 
said, “but those people have few help them 
have least two years’ duty there. 

Dr. McNeilly served with the navy the Paci- 
fic during World War II, and will return duty 
lieutenant (j.g.). has had correspondence 
with Lt.(j.g.). Jack Millar, who opened the Tinian 


colony September, 1948. There now good 


laboratory and X-ray equipment the place, with 
20-bed dispensary. Two jeeps are available with 
boat and plane inter-island communications several 
times week. The McNeilly’s home will among 
the other Navy personnel residences, sepa- 
rated miles from the Hansen’s colony. 


Hornbostel’s Helpful Activities 


Though now gone from Carville and located 
their own home Long Island, Gertrude Horn- 
bostel and Major Hans continue spread the 
Light Truth about disease. Perhaps 
what they have done, are doing and will this 
educational field will best told 
some the public appearances, all which 
they tell audiences facts about Mrs. Hornbostel’s 
illness. 

Looking backward from the last the first, 
find letter the Major from Earle Brown, 
M.D., head the health department Nassau 
County, New York, inviting the Major address 
the Hempstead Kiwanis club, the Hempstead 


Country Club March 22nd. Incidentally, was 
Dr. Brown who laid the ground work which de- 
cided the Hornbostels make their home 
Long Island. 

letter from Miss Gladys Stoloff, secretary 
for the Friends the Malverne, New York, public 
library Major and Mrs. Hornbostel, says part, 
“We, the Friends the Malverne Public Library, 
wish emphasize our appreciation your visit 
our meeting the night February Your con- 
vincing talk lent purpose one our chief aims, 
enlightenment. Your presentation the impor- 
tant facts the present treatment the victims 


(continued page 15) 
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Graduate Social Worker Joins Staff 


3 
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never had any fear tuberculosis and have 
absolutely fear Hansen’s disease,” said the 
latest addition our resident staff, Miss Sara 
Ahearne (above), who arrived the last week 
February assume her duties medical social 
worker, assignment from the United States 
Public Health Service. 

Miss Ahearne came Carville from the tuber- 
culosis section the New York Hospital, where 
she had been employed for some time. She also has 
been connected with the National Tuberculosis 
Association for which she did considerable field 
work with state and local organizations Virginia, 
Oklahoma, Florida and North Carolina. 

native Worcester, Mass., Miss Ahearne 
graduated from the Massachusetts State Teachers 
College and has her masters degree social work 
from the New York School Social Work affil- 
iated with Columbia University. 

The attractive newcomer gives one the feeling 
embodied efficiency. She came, she saw, met 
people, and was off Baton Rouge confer with 
heads state agencies. such Welfare and Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation. Miss Ahearne said, “My 
work here will concerned with adjustments 
faced the new patient, the patient during his 
hospitalization, and, far possible, after his 
keenly interested, too, helping 
the families patients. want real service 
here, but realize have great deal learn about 

complex problems, the answers many 
which hope get from the patients themselves.” 

Miss Ahearne heard about the need for medi- 
cal social worker here from Miss Katherine Reebel 
Ohio State University who was our first medi- 
cal social worker, and who was with for few 
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months last summer. 

The social service section the Public 
Health Service fairly new department. was 
activated the division hospitals November, 
1948, with Mrs. Cynthia Nathan its chief. One 
Mrs. first efforts was develop 
medical social service program for Carville and she 
made field trip here shortly after taking over 
her duties. 


HORNBOSTELS (continued from page 14) 
Hansen’s disease swept many cobwebs from 
our minds.” 

the 17th March the Hornbostels are 
give talk beforesome nurses the Levittown 
Nurses Association. “Levittown,” wrote Mrs Horn- 
bostel, “is one those new developments here 
Long Island, not far from where live, which 
composed some10,000 new homes.” 

One the most interesting affairs which the 
Hornbostels have taken part since leaving Carville 
was reported the New York Herald Tribune (Feb- 
ruary 4th). This article was headed “Philippines’ 
Camp Survivors Hold Reunion.” One hundred 
civilians freed from Jap prisoncamps dined 
together, meeting for the first time five years. 
the dinner the Major and Mrs. Hornbostel 
were honored guests. They sat the table, 
took bow and got big hand. 

Besides public addresses various societies the 
Hornbostels have given out innumerable interviews 
which have appeared newspapers and magazines 
throughout the United States. 

letter from Mrs. Hornbostel appeared “Ed- 
itor and Publisher” (February, 1950), trade mag- 
azine. The letter was plea for the further enlight- 
enment the public Hansen’s disease. Writers 
from two popular magazines have been conferring 
with the Hornbostels with regard forthcoming 
articles. 

feature length story titled “My Husband Nev- 
Failed Me” was published the February issue 
True Experiences. This story appeared with Mrs 
Hornbostel’s “By-line” but was written 
McFadden interviewer. Mrs. Hornbostel 
stated firmly that she can not said “cured” 
Hansen’s disease but that she was given “med- 
ical discharge” from the Marine Hospital 
Carville. 

And the Hornbostels continue “fight the 
good fight” instigated great courage and love 
justice and truth. 

More power them and their gallant efforts! 


the Educational Front 


After wading through the current slime slur- 
ring, stigmatizing terminology regarding so-called 
leprosy appearing some newspapers, magazines 
and other current literature, The New York Times 
article (Feb. 1950) its special correspondent, 
John Popham, telling the truth about Hansen’s 
disease like bright sunshine spring day. 

Mr. Popham quotes Dr. Johansen, Medical Of- 
ficer Charge. saying that fifty per cent the 
patients the present time are showing negative 
tests under sulfone treatment, and per cent 
were discharged 1949, bacteriologically and 
clinically free. every case Carville the disease 
has been definitely checked. Reference made 
THE STAR and its effort educate American 
people suitable attitude toward this disease 
and those who have contracted it. 

Mr. Popham came personally Carville 
collect his information, contrast many writers 
who depend the mails. His effort secure facts 
first hand the only correct procedure con- 
nection with project about which there 
much current misunderstanding. 

The Bulletin the New York Adult Education 
Council (January, 1950) amid number an- 
nouncements adult education matters makes 
mention THE STAR and its stand against the 


“horror and hopelessness” the ancient 


towards leprosy. Thanks for the plug! The Adult 
Education Council non-profit membership 
organization and this particular issue their 
Bulletin indicates wealth study courses and 
free lectures available their city. 


Enthusiasm the DAV Auxiliary for assisting 
veterans here, stemming from Mrs. Florence Green 
Kalamazoo, Mich., National Hospital Chairman 
the organization, indicated the preparation 
publicity bulletin giving “Talk Carville” 
Julian Jackson, public relations director. was 
forwarded all auxiliaries with the suggestion 
that they use this material their meetings. Among 
statements regarding the proper modern attitude 
toward Hansen’s disease, attention called 
THE program education, which the 
auxiliaries cooperate securing subscriptions for 
the magazine. 


D.A.V. Aux. Entertains 


variety show, spiced with dance teams col- 
orful costumes, and musical numbers, instrumental 
and vocal, all C.’d sprightly fashion, was the 
matinee fare our theatre Sunday, Feb. 23rd. 

The entertainers were clever New Orleans artists 
and the local offering was brought dele- 
gation Disabled American Veterans’ Auxiliary 
members Felix Veau New Orleans unit, 
whose hospital chairman Mrs. Irma Griffatta. 
This the third visit Carville patients 
since December. 
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When sending checks money orders for 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
cidence very small. some these cases reas- His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 

the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when racting the disease 

nounced his discover aich isease. 

appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 

causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


impossible for the distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the States are subject “NO. down, 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not a,single member the personnel has 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 


* 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 

The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with bacillus. 


The features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman) 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 


* * 
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